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The Liberal Catholic church has just celebrated its Centenary.  The consecration of Bishop James Ingall 
Wedgwood is regarded as the foundation of the LCC in London on 13th February 1916.  I am reliably 
informed that this was a Saturday as was 13th February this year. 

In their own way each Parish celebrated this important milestone.  Bishop James White, the Diocesan 
Bishop for Western Australia and I celebrated this important event in Rio Rancho, a “suburb” of 
Albuquerque in New Mexico, USA, as the finale of the Centennial General Episcopal Synod. 

When I returned to Australia I joined our Sydney Liberal Catholics – and visitors from Melbourne, Brisbane 
and Canberra – in celebrating our centenary with a Picnic in the Park, on the foreshore of Sydney Harbour, 
which was then followed by a service of Spiritual Healing and Solemn Benediction in the Manor Chapel. 

During these two services I presented Deaconess Medallions, kindly donated by the Province of the United 
States, to the three Deaconesses present – Margaret Engel, Robyn Puhlmann and Wendy Fitzpatrick.  
Later, in the Church of St Alban in Brisbane, I presented a medallion to Deaconess Rosemary Di Ruggiero 
during the Eucharist on Palm Sunday. 

On a sad note, the funeral of Fidelis (Day) Murray was conducted on 7th April by the Reverend 
Laurence Langley. Day was the Matriarch of our church in Sydney and was our last surviving link to Bishop 
Leadbeater. It was her delight to ring the large bell in the vestibule of the Church of St Francis and St Alban 
during the Eucharist.  She was a Church Warden for many years and a member of the Vestry.  She will be 
sadly missed. (See tributes for Fidelis pp. 11-13) 
Requiescat in Pace Day 

Consecration of the Reverend Dr Richard Taylor 
On Sunday 29th May the Reverend Doctor Richard Taylor is to be consecrated to the Episcopate in the 
Church of St Alban Brisbane by the Presiding Bishop, the Most Reverend Graham Wale.  Bishop Graham 
(Wale) will be assisted by the Diocesan Bishop of Western Australia as Junior Assistant Bishop and myself 
as Senior Assistant Bishop.   
The Master of Ceremonies will be the Very Rev Frederick Shade, Vicar of the Church of St John the 
Beloved in Melbourne. 
All are cordially invited to attend this very special occasion in the life of the Liberal Catholic Church in 
Australia. 
Fr Taylor was Ordained to the Priesthood in Christchurch New Zealand by Bishop Alfred Lambden and 
moved to Australia soon afterwards. He was Vicar of the Church of St Alban in Brisbane for a short time 
and is now Vicar of the Church of St Michael and All Angels in Southport. 
Bishop Graham Wale is to visit New Zealand on his way back to Pierrefitte sur Sauldre in France. 

GES 15 in New Mexico USA February 2016 
A detailed report on propositions and resolutions will be published when it is available.  The Synod was 
held from 4th to 14th February in Rio Rancho which, according to the “locals” is one mile above sea level. 
Consequently there was 20% less oxygen than most of us were used to and the air was cold and dry.  
Bishop James and I left Brisbane with its 32 degrees Celsius and arrived in Albuquerque to be greeted by 
32 degrees Fahrenheit (the freezing point of water!) Fortunately both church and accommodation were air 
conditioned. 
Church services were conducted in the Church of Our Lady Queen of Angels, a short minibus ride from our 
accommodation where meetings were held.  Services were conducted in English, Swedish, French, 
Portuguese and Spanish.  Responses were in English.  During the Eucharist I conducted on 12th February I 
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ordained Hungarian Subdeacon Karoly Barany to the Diaconate.  Budapest now has one Priest and one 
more Deacon.  
The hospitality of the American Province was very much appreciated and I am sure we all went home a kilo 
or two heavier.  Thank you, Bishop William Downey, your fellow Bishops and all your clergy, servers and 
members for the warmth of the welcome you gave your visitors from around the world. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 
Bishop James talking to two 

American ladies  

 
The Altar in the Church of Our Lady 

Queen of Angels in Rio Rancho 

 
Service to Our Lady led  
by Dss Mary Donovan 

 
A Priest from Hungary  

Fr Ferenc Heizer  
Bp Graham and a New Deacon 

for Hungary - Karoly Barany 

 
A new Deacon, the Rev Karoly Barany, 

censes Bishop Graham after being 
ordained by him 

 
Top row: Bps Lloyd Worley (USA), Christian Schoch (France), Graham Wale (Archbishop Primate 
France), William Downey (USA), Ricardo Lindemann (Brazil) Front row: Bps Gaspar Torres (Formerly 
Cuba, now USA), Miguel Batet (Argentina), Arnoldo Salzmann (Argentina), Marcelo Rezende da Silva 
(Brazil), Athanase Matungulu Kaba (France), Bertil Mebius Schroeder (Sweden), Graham Preston 
(Australia), James White (Australia)  Absent through illness Bp Ruben Cabigting (USA). 

 
A combined blessing 
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Easter message 2016 
From Bp Graham  

Greetings everyone 
Holy Week is upon us.  Palm Sunday with the blessing and distribution of palms sets the scene for 
the ensuing week.  Jesus rides into Jerusalem on the type of animal that carried Mary to 
Bethlehem thirty-three years before.  As he rides into the city he is greeted by shouts of Hosanna 
and hailed as the King of Israel but only a few days later the same crowd is calling for his 
execution.  So what went so terribly wrong? 
Judas betrayed Jesus because he had hoped for a King of this world, not of the next. As a Zealot 
he was bitterly disappointed.  Throughout the ages his name has been synonymous with the 
treachery of a traitor.    
Christmas is a happy time, especially for children.  Easter is a solemn time but without Good 
Friday and Easter Day Christmas would be pointless.  One is a prelude to the other.  The Wise 
Men brought gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. The symbolism of these gifts is obvious.  The 
gift of myrrh predicted death, frankincense predicted worship and gold kingship.  
On Maundy Thursday, when the Holy Oils are consecrated for the ensuing year, balsam – an 
ingredient of frankincense – is blessed and added to the olive oil designated to be the Holy 
Chrism.  This is the oil used during Baptism, Confirmation and consecration to the Episcopate.  
The Oil of Catechumens is used during Baptism and the Ordination to the Priesthood.  The Oil of 
Infirmens is the oil used during the Service of Spiritual Healing. 
Not everyone becomes a Priest or a Bishop but everyone may be baptised, healed and confirmed.   
Jesus did not baptise – his followers did that – he healed and performed miracles. Yet he was 
betrayed and crucified.  In the words of the Nicene Creed: Who for us men and our salvation 
came down from Heaven and was incarnate of the Holy Ghost and was made man.  And was 
crucified also for us; under Pontius Pilate he suffered and was buried. And the third day he rose 
again according to the scriptures… 
Easter is not an excuse for a four day long weekend.  It is the most sacred time in the Church 
calendar.  Easter is more than hot cross buns and Easter eggs.  Easter is the reason we celebrate 
the Eucharist.  The Easter egg is a symbol of new life.  Another symbol for Easter is a butterfly.  
The butterfly emerges from a cocoon the way Jesus the Christ emerged from the grave cloths.  
Every child who has kept silk worms will be familiar with the way the moth emerges from the 
cocoon but the Christ left the grave cloths undisturbed.   
Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary”- Mary the mother of James.  They 
met him as they ran to inform the disciples that their Lord had risen from the dead.  They believed 
but Thomas needed to see and feel the five wounds of crucifixion.  Nearly two thousand years 
later we who have not seen the risen Christ believe the Gospel stories.  This is not blind faith it is 
a deep conviction.  This is what Easter is really about - Faith. 
 

 
I wish you all a happy and holy Easter! 
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Centenary of the Liberal Catholic Church 
A sermon used (or included) in Australian parishes on Sunday 14th February, 2016 

 
Introduction 
The special Collect for today, used in all Liberal Catholic churches around the globe, is as 
follows: 

 
Almighty God, fountain of all goodness, we render thanks unto thee for the blessings 
received through thy servant, James Ingall Wedgwood, First Presiding Bishop of our 
Church, whose faithful and devoted service we commemorate on this the 100th anniversary 
of his consecration, and we pray that the whole body of thy Church may ever continue to be 
strengthened and governed by thy Holy Spirit; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
"The Liberal Catholic Church exists to forward Christ's work in the world…It is neither Roman 
Catholic nor Protestant. …….It aims at combining Catholic forms of worship, stately ritual, deep 
mysticism and witness to the reality of sacramental grace with the widest measure of intellectual 
liberty and respect for the individual conscience." These are the opening words in the Church 
document Statement of Principles. It was written by our first bishop James Ingall Wedgwood. (1) 
 
The Awakening 
In the larger view of religion, humanity seeks to rise beyond self to oneness with God, and also to 
be an instrument in the divine work. This view is the starting-point in our work in the Liberal 
Catholic Church, as indicated in the church document just quoted. 
 
At the end of the 19th and beginning of the 20th century there was a new movement of ideas and 
enquiry spreading throughout the world. There were Christians who were awakening to the greater 
life and light within the outward forms of religion. Writers such as Evelyn Underhill, Dean William 
Inge of St. Paul's, London, Teilhard de Chardin and others, were calling for religion to shift its 
emphasis away from concern with rewards and punishments in the after-life, to the aim of union 
(at-one-ment) with God here in this life on earth. The awakening interest in the mystical life was 
not confined to Christians; many groups and organisations were involved. The Theosophical 
Society (founded 1875) was part of this general awakening, and gained adherents among the 
clergy and laity of the established churches. Wedgwood's contact with Theosophy added 
momentum to his interest in mysticism. Soon, he decided that the patterns of thought in the 
churches of his day were too narrow and, with considerable regret, he decided to discontinue his 
studies for the Anglican ministry. 
 
Wedgwood’s Consecration 
Wedgwood discovered a small church in London, the Old Catholic Church. In due course he was 
admitted a member, and ordained to the priesthood in 1913 by their leader Archbishop Mathew. 
His Consecration as a bishop was carried out on 13th February, 1916. The date of this occasion 
has been accepted as the birthday of the Liberal Catholic Church. Shortly thereafter he became 
the leader of the Church. 
 
In the prime of life, Bishop James Wedgwood had moved into a position of great responsibility, the 
leadership of this church that could administer the sacraments in an atmosphere of greater 
intellectual freedom than that which he had experienced in the Anglican Church. All his training 
and experience were to be called upon in the years ahead. His correspondence with the Dutch Old 
Catholic Church made it clear  that  they  regarded  the  English  Old  Catholics  as  an  
independent movement; Wedgwood was therefore completely free to act and to meet the call for 
world-wide expansion. The Old Catholic Church in Britain was to become an international church. 
As the new Presiding Bishop, he sought the help of Charles Webster Leadbeater and again 
journeyed to Australia to confer with him, and hopefully obtain his help in the new movement as a 
bishop in the church. 
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Leadbeater's Consecration 
After his arrival in Sydney, an important event took place. In the home of the Kollerstrom family, in 
Neutral Bay, Sydney, on 22nd July 1916, Bishop Wedgwood consecrated Leadbeater to the 
episcopate and appointed him Regionary for Australia. 
 
The New Liturgy 
The two bishops now initiated the great thrust forward in thought and in liturgy which was to bring 
into existence the Liberal Catholic Church as we know it today. Their work was not intended as a 
break with the past, and the thought of creating a 'new church' was unacceptable to them; they 
aimed at developing a greater and more mystical heritage within the Christian tradition. 
 
Some years later, Bishop Wedgwood summarised in his book The Larger Meaning of Religion 
some of the high aims which from the very beginning were set for the Liberal Catholic Church, 
providing for us today an insight into the early work, and a measure by which we can gauge how 
far the church today has fulfilled these aims. Religion in its larger meaning is a means by which 
humanity acts selflessly in harmony with the life within the universe itself, becoming an instrument 
in the great work through which God perfects and fulfils all creation. In the larger view, therefore, 
God is seen as acting through all religious work, transforming all people into that image of eternity 
which exists in the divine mind. 
 
Bishops Wedgwood and Leadbeater were not only scholars, they were also practical mystics. 
During the revision of the liturgy, they carefully examined each action and word, so that the life-
flow of the revised rite would be as full and free as possible. The spiritual life and vitality that they 
saw behind and within each action and word was no new discovery, it had been seen before by 
many saints and mystics throughout history. The two Bishops, however, used their deep 
awareness not only to observe the inner side of things, but to recreate and reconstruct the 
services of the church along more effective lines and make them more appropriate for the 20th 
century. 
 
The Church's Vision 
Mention has been made of the world wide expansion of an idea, the concept of a larger  view of 
the Christian faith, its liturgy, worship and sacraments, in which all humanity can work in harmony 
with God's plan for the transformation of the world. The buildings and centres of the Liberal 
Catholic Church everywhere exist only to fulfil this purpose. Without the larger vision that is our 
inheritance from our founder Bishops, these centres would at best be mere gathering-points for 
yet another unnecessary Christian sect with its own narrow doctrines. The potential, the challenge 
we have to fulfil this larger view, is immense. The Liturgy they devised and the Teachings they 
have bequeathed to us – based as they are on the Ancient Wisdom - are indeed special treasures 
of our Church; indeed we could describe them as landmarks. 
 
Australia 
I think that we should now turn our attention to Australia. Bishop Sten von Krusenstierna wrote a 
short article that appeared in the Jubilee issue (1966) of our provincial magazine. In it he writes: 
“The Australian branch of the Liberal Catholic Church has played an important part in the growth 
and development of the Church. Though we regard the consecration of Bishop Wedgwood in 
London on February 13, 1916, as the actual "birthday" of our world-wide Church, we can look 
upon its subsequent first appearance before the general public in Australia in 1917 and 1918 as 
the beginning of its development. For it was in Sydney and Melbourne that the first public services 
were held and the first actual church-buildings were acquired and consecrated. In this last respect 
Melbourne was first with the consecration of the Church of the Holy Spirit on Whitsunday, 1918; 
Sydney second with the consecration of St. Alban's Pro-Cathedral in November, 1918.” (2) 
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He continues: “Bishop Leadbeater carried on the work in Australia and clergy and members from 
all over the world came to Sydney, which during the early Twenties became a veritable "Mecca" 
for Liberal Catholics. The central attraction was the patriarchal figure of Bishop  Leadbeater. His 
prestige and influence was enormous, especially after the publication of his book The Science of 
the Sacraments, a most original and revolutionary work if ever there was one.” 
 
Bishop Sten concludes: “But let us not forget that had it not been for James Ingall Wedgwood and 
Charles Webster Leadbeater there would have been no Liberal Catholic Church today. Our 
grateful thoughts go out to these two great men, especially on February 13, the birthday of our 
Church.” 
 
Bishop Christopher 
As we can see from this report, the Australian province was an important centre in the early 
development of the Church. And so, moving closer to present times, I thought a few words from 
Bishop Christopher Bannister would be appropriate. He was interviewed when he and Miriam 
came to live in Melbourne, and this article appeared in one of our magazines. He writes as 
follows: “I was present in Bishop Leadbeater’s room (at the Manor in Sydney) with Henk Vreede’s 
brother when he was trying to achieve the perfect incense. On the hearth of the fireplace there 
was a thurible with lighted charcoal, a great variety of resins, sandalwood and different aromatic 
oils as well. Bishop Leadbeater was walking up and down the room as we tried certain mixtures. A 
particular one was very strong and had a bad smell, and although the aroma could not as yet have 
arrived at the other end of the room where CWL happened at the time to be, with his back to us, 
he said “that one will never do!” We tried various resins and oils. I think the resins came from 
South America at that time.” 
 
He continues: “I was, for quite a time, Bishop Leadbeater’s regular crozier bearer, a duty which 
involved helping him to vest for the service. He had a heart condition and used to take a 
medication in a medicine glass before the service and often during the service also. There were 
times when he also suffered from acute rheumatism, when the two deacons would each take an 
elbow and hoist him up from the kneeling position.” 
 
Sydney Churches 
Bishop Christopher lived and worked in Sydney (he was an architect), and his recollection of the 
Sydney churches is very informative. Here is part of what he writes about Sydney: “Circumstances 
were such that I had a long connection with the Church of St. Francis in Sydney. This was started 
by a small group of Liberal Catholics on the north side of Sydney, including my mother. About 
1924 an upper room in the Chatswood School of Arts (now demolished) was rented, with access 
by an external fire escape stair. Everything was kept in a cupboard and the altar was collapsible. 
We sat on cane chairs and music was from an old piano. The Rev. Reg. Bennet was the first 
priest. Later on a very small brick kindergarten at Chatswood was purchased by borrowing funds. 
The members promised what they could afford each month, which covered the repayments. 
Eventually, several years later, the Province was able to pay off the balance of the loan.” 
 
“The church prospered, was later extended, an organ purchased and, under the Revs. Clement 
Hosking and Harry Pringle, the ceremonial and comradeship among the members was 
memorable. This small church was eventually sold and a hall at Gordon purchased and converted 
to the present church, which was consecrated by Bishop Sten on 19th May 1974.” 
 
Bishop Christopher passed away in 2009 and his wife Miriam in 2013. He was our last direct link 
in Australia with Bishop Leadbeater.  
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The Mission 
And so, it is perhaps time to again raise the issue of what we may think the mission of the Liberal 
Catholic Church to be in the 21st century. It would certainly include the following:  

(i) To serve Christ and His Church; 
(ii) To bring the Good News of the Gospel to all; 
(iii) To feed His flock with spiritual food – the sacraments; 
(iv) To be co-workers with God-in-Christ in His healing of the world and its people; 
(v) To help to ‘divinise’ the whole of creation, to make the planet sacred once again. I 

appreciate that you could make up your own list very easily. (3) 
 
Conclusion 
Bishops Wedgwood and Leadbeater were inspirational, insightful and truly inspired, and they have 
given us a special treasure - the Liberal Catholic Church with its Liturgy and modern presentation 
of the Ancient Wisdom. They were very adventurous in their day, responding to the needs and 
demands of a new century. We are now in the 21st century, 100 years later, and the needs and 
demands are different. The question is: are we prepared to be as adventurous as our 
predecessors? 
 
I believe that the rules, regulations, rites and rituals of the church should not be considered as 
ends in themselves, but rather as ‘working tools’’, to be used wisely in our collective endeavours 
to provide spiritual nourishment in an ever-changing world. And we have been assured by our 
Lord that we are not alone in our personal and collective endeavours. It has been truly said in 
another place: “Falter not because the way seems long and the soul is weary, but toil on towards 
the utmost pinnacle of wisdom. Let us remember that knowledge is power, and that the Source of 
all wisdom will guide our feeble steps on the journey that leads to eternal life.” 
 
Perhaps we should allow Bishop Wedgwood to have the last word: “How much it (the Church) has 
meant in the lives of numbers of people there are many to testify. It may be small so far as 
membership is reckoned in terms of numbers, but it makes its own distinctive contribution within 
the fellowship of Christian churches and serves its own good and intrinsic purpose as an 
instrument in the service of our common Lord and Master.”  
 
 

Frederick A. Shade 
 
Sources: 
Statement of Principles and Summary of Doctrine 
(An official document of the Liberal Catholic Church.) 
J.I. Wedgwood, The Beginnings of the Liberal Catholic Church 
Ubique 1967, (the American magazine) 
The Larger View. An Introduction to the Founding of the Liberal 
Catholic Church 
(Transcript from the Video-cassette program) 
S. von Krusentstierna, The First Fifty Years 
Provincial News 1966 

C. Bannister, Memories 
Communion magazine 2001 
 
Footnote 1 

Some parishes use the following statement as a more detailed indication of the nature and purpose 
of the church:  
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THE LIBERAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 

• Is neither Roman nor Protestant, but all-embracing. The term Catholic denotes those 
churches, both east and west, sharing in the Apostolic Succession that goes back to Christ 
Himself. 

• Encourages the widest possible freedom of belief and interpretation among its members. It 
makes no claim to spiritual or temporal domination over any person. 

• Welcomes as members those who desire a form of worship which combines the wisdom of the 
old with the freedom of the new. 

• Has for the intelligent, critical or seeking person an approach where religion, science and 
philosophy may go hand-in-hand and where no particular system of thought or belief is 
beyond question or query. 

• Endeavours to preserve a natural balance between the beauty and reality of sacramental 
worship, modern thought and mystical experience. 

• Does not pay any salary or stipend to any of its ministers, nor demands payment for spiritual 
work. 

• Offers its spiritual services to all, such as Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals. 
• Offers Holy Communion to all who reverently seek it. Administers the seven traditional 

sacraments including the sacrament of Healing. 
 
 
Footnote 2 

 
Actually, the first services (and baptisms) were conducted in Melbourne and Sydney during 1916 
in rented rooms of the Theosophical Society. The Baptismal Register at St. John The Beloved 
shows that James Wedgwood, as a priest, baptised a child in 1915! 

 
Footnote 3 

Some parishes have the following printed as a handout to visitors: 

The parish church: 
• promotes a sense of community among its members, 
• proclaims the Gospel, 
• presents the Wisdom Teaching contained therein, 
• encourages worship and prayer through timeless liturgy, and 
• fosters a spirit of service to others. 

 
As a Christian Catholic Church and worshipping community we:  

• celebrate the Eucharist and all seven sacraments, practise and promote Gospel values, 
• recognise the sacred in all things, and 
• respond to the needs of the parish and the community in general. 

 
As a Liberal Catholic Church we strive to demonstrate the spiritual principles of: 

• diversity of thought 
• inclusivity of all people and 

• hospitality  to all. 
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Tributes for Fidelis (Day) Murray 

 
Eulogy in honour of Fidelis (Day) Murray 

(27 July 1922 - 30 March 2016 – 93 years) 
By MaryAnne E Haines from Gordon (Sydney) Parish 

A ship sails and I stand watching till she fades on the horizon and someone at my side says ‘She is gone!’ 
Gone where? Gone from my sight, that is all. She is just as large now as when I last saw her. Her 
diminished size and total loss from my sight is in me, not in her. 
And just at the moment when someone at my side says ‘She is gone,’ there are others who are watching 
her coming over the horizon and other voices take up a glad shout  —  ‘‘There she comes!’ 

(A horizon is merely the limitation of our view.) 
 
These words are adapted from a verse written by Bishop Charles Henry Brent about 100 years ago and 
express the profound trust that when someone completes their earthly journey they move on in the 
continuity of life - into a dimension that is a mystery to us all. There is a sense that Fidelis, or to use the 
name by which she was known - Day, has been greeted beyond the horizon and is now at peace.   
 
We all convey sincere wishes and our support to Day’s family – her daughter Cheryl, son-in- law Vic, 
grandson Simon, his wife Sonya and their two daughters Kristy and Allyson.  Day, like us all, experienced 
joys in life and also challenges, and I am sure she would want to acknowledge the patience and 
understanding of her family. Also to her family and to all those who supported her in any way over the 
years, she would express her appreciation and love.   
Day was always very drawn to understanding more about life’s mysteries and she loved to share insights, 
whether these were about meaningful prayers or verses that she found inspiring.  There was one particular 
verse that she found in a magazine from the Unity Church, which meant so much to her and she would 
often recite it at the end of a meeting: 

“The love of God surrounds us, 
The love of God enfolds us 
The power of God protects us  
And the presence of God watches over us 
And wherever we are God is…” 

As part of Day’s profound interest in the deeper meaning of life she was a member of the Theosophical 
Society for many years and also The Liberal Catholic Church at Gordon.  When Day was a very young 
child, one of the founding bishops of the Church was in Sydney, (Bishop Charles Webster Leadbeater) and 
she would relate with delight how she could remember sitting on his knee and could even recall the colour 
of his eyes as well! 

Day and her husband Ken were both active in the Church – Ken was an amazing treasurer who excelled in 
public relations and Day arranged the flowers for numerous services exquisitely and amongst many other 
involvements chaired the Ladies Guild (The Guild of Our Lady).  She really enjoyed her role and was 
always very well organised in how she conducted the meetings. 
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After Ken’s passing, Day took on the role of welcoming newcomers and right up to when she became 
physically unable to attend the Church she continued to fulfil a number of important roles.  One task that 
she did every week and always right on time, involved ringing a very large bell that hangs in the foyer of the 
Church at St Francis and St Alban.  It apparently was originally used in England as a school bell and you 
can imagine it has the capacity to emit a very penetrating sound!  It is not easy to create a soft sound from 
such a large bell, but Day had persistence and determination and mostly managed to create the right 
volume.  However, on odd occasions the sound coming forth would almost make the windows rattle!!  

One of Day’s passions in life was an appreciation of the natural world.  She loved flowers and always had 
an arrangement in a vase at home, which apparently she watered very generously!  Day adored animals as 
well and there were stories told, with affection, of her life with Beau the family dog (a Boxer) and Tiffy the 
Burmese cat.  She responded to their unconditional love and I am sure these animals thrived in her care. 
Interestingly, in her Liturgy there are two additions that she made, one of which was so typical of her love 
for animals.  She had underlined words in a prayer for animals:  that we show “compassion and tenderness 
towards all creatures” (The Liturgy according to the use of The Liberal Catholic Church, 1983, 5th ed. 
p.468).  Day’s son-in law Vic made mention that she had actually donated to an organisation for the welfare 
of animals every month for many years. 

The other addition to the Liturgy reflected her love of the angels and art works depicting them. On the front 
and back pages she had pasted two small reproductions of angel children… 

Another great interest for Day was the world of reading meaning into numbers.  She was a keen 
numerologist and she must have worked out the life path number for scores of people over the years.   
Several months ago when she was in Lady Davidson’s Rehabilitation Hospital a member of the medical 
staff introduced herself and within seconds there was discussion about her birth date and the significance 
of her life number.  Day passed on March 30th, 2016 and she would have been impressed to know that the 
numbers are all multiples of 3 – three for March, 3 for 30 and 2016 which all add up to 15, so the number 
for the day works out to be 6.  Another numerology enthusiast remarked that the number 6 reflects the 
bringing together of family! 

Over the last few years, life became more challenging for Day, and her family and those who knew her, all 
hoped that she would consider moving into an environment where there were more services to support her 
needs, particularly with her advancing years.  However, apart from the last four months in care, her home 
remained her ‘castle’.  Whilst she was in care, home was never far from her thoughts, but she received the 
necessary support and attention and on her passing returned to her spiritual ‘home’ and was at peace. 

Day has completed her earthly journey and has given of her best to life…  We surround Day with sincere 
thoughts of love and well wishes on her way in the realm of her beloved angels and loved ones. Let us 
reflect on the words taken from one of Day’s favourite hymns that meant so much to her….  

Power of all Powers! Oh fill and flood my being;  
O Sun Eternal, whelm me in Thy Light;  
Vision itself need ask no eyes for seeing,  
And boundless Life, no wings to mount the height.  
 
I am Thy Light, by mortal lamp enshrouded,  
Thy Bliss, beyond all shifting joys and pains;  
Above their glooms and gleams is Peace unclouded;  
Shatter the lamp; the Light, the Light remains. 
  
Father of Spirits, Love for ever burning, 
Burn Thou all forms that hold my life from Thee;  
Lost in my selfhood, to Thyself returning,  
Find Thou Thine own and my Eternity. 
 
 —From A Hymn to Shiva 

                           FAREWELL TO FIDELIS (“DAY”) MURRAY 
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A photo of a younger Fidelis 

Eulogy in honour of Fidelis (Day) Murray 
By Margaret Lemoh from Gordon (Sydney) Parish 

Fidelis Murray, fondly known as "Day", passed away on the 6th April this year at the age of 93. Day was the 
oldest member of the congregation of St Francis at Gordon and faithfully attended every Sunday except 
when she was  in hospital. She was born into the Church in 1922 in the time of Bishop Leadbeater and 
remembered sitting on his knee as a child. He was actually instrumental in saving her life when she was a 
small baby. She loved to share her many memories of the early days of the LCC in Australia. A staunch 
defender of Liberal Catholic traditions she was proud to be referred to as the “matriarch” of the Church.  For 
years she arranged the flowers on the altar, using her training as a florist and her natural creativity to 
transform a collection of ordinary garden flowers into a work of art. For a number of years she was 
president of the Ladies Guild. In later years as People’s Warden she would welcome visitors to the church 
and guide them through the complexities of the liturgy. 

After her husband Ken’s death she stayed on in their house in Pymble, preferring to live independently and 
resisting suggestions to move into accommodation.  With a supportive network of neighbours and friends to 
rely on she was content with her life.  Her faith in God never wavered and she never grumbled about her 
lot, firmly believing that any trials and troubles were lessons she was supposed to learn. The church was 
the centre of her life. 

Apart from the Church, Day had two other passions.  One was an abiding interest in Numerology.  She was 
not shy and was happy to start chatting with strangers. Within a few minutes she would ask them the date 
of their birthday so she could “do” their numbers. Most people were intrigued and would listen with interest 
as she rapidly calculated their birth number then proceeded to inform them about their character and the 
meaning of their life’s journey. 

Her other great joy was her fortnightly grocery shopping expedition. She would seize a trolley and sally 
forth purposefully into the aisles of Woolworths at Gordon. She was very methodical and had no need of a 
written shopping list. If an item she wanted was not there she would bowl up to a shop assistant, many of 
whom she knew by name, and ask for it. She was probably one of the only shoppers who still paid for their 
purchases with a cheque. Not to be rushed, she would carefully write out the amount in her neat 
handwriting with her address on the back and hand it to the cashier. 

She will be greatly missed at Gordon. 

 



14 
 

 
The Church of St Francis and St Alban ~ Sydney 

In Sydney we had a well-attended picnic at Clifton Gardens in Mosman on Saturday 13th March, 
2016.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This was followed by a Healing and Benediction Service, conducted by Bishop Graham Preston, 
at The Manor (see below reflection by Bp Graham) – which is very close to Clifton Gardens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS 2016 
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After the service The Manor residents provided a lovely celebratory afternoon tea and then we 
were treated to a talk (see below) by Bp Graham. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A reflection by Bishop Graham 
We Liberal Catholics regard 13th February 1916 as the birthday of the LCC because on this day, in 
London, Canon James Ingall Wedgwood was consecrated to the Episcopate by Bishops Frederick 
Willoughby, Rupert Gauntlet and Robert King.  Bishop Willoughby was himself consecrated by 
Archbishop Arnold Harris Mathew. Bishop Willoughby consecrated Bp Gauntlett and Bp King to 
preserve the Apostolic Succession for Bp Wedgwood who was to become the first Presiding 
Bishop of the Liberal Catholic Church. 

All this is past history and you will have heard this story many times. 

What is important about this year and this place is that just a short distance away is the place 
where the first Liberal Catholic Bishop consecrated in Australia, Bishop Charles Webster 
Leadbeater, lived for many years.  Bp Leadbeater was consecrated by Bp Wedgwood on 22nd July 
1916 – but this is also an oft repeated story. 

Sydney played an important role in the establishment of the LCC, not just in Australia but the 
whole world.  The Church of St Alban in Regent Street was not the first church owned by our 
forebears – The Church of the Holy Spirit in Punt Road Melbourne has this honour – but became 
the hub for the development of the LCC. 

Linked to the LCC though not on Church property is the Chapel here in Mosman, variously 
referred to as St Alban’s Chapel, The Manor Oratory and of course, The Manor Chapel. 

This is where Bishop Leadbeater lived for many years and where eight Deacons were ordained to 
the Priesthood, including many who are household names today – Christopher Bannister (later Bp 
Christopher), Ray Blanch, Bertram Bidwell, Leslie Furze-Morrish, Morris Briggs – to name those 
whose names are familiar to one who joined the LCC as a teenager in 1957.  Frank Haines was 
ordained to the Subdiaconate and the Diaconate in this chapel and was later ordained to the 
Priesthood in the “original” Church of St Alban in Regent Street.  The Very Reverend Ronald 
Rivett was baptised here by Bishop Arundale in 1930 and ordained to the Subdiaconate by Bp 
Lawrence Burt in 1952. 
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To return to the role Sydney played in the development of the LCC church records indicate that 18 
Bishops were consecrated in this city, 9 of whom were for churches overseas.  Needless to say, 
Bishops Wedgwood and Leadbeater, often both, were the Consecrating Bishops. 

These were the glory days of the LCC.  In our early years we were in the vanguard, we were the 
progressives, we were truly liberal. Today other denominations have caught up with us and some 
might feel we have been overtaken.  We are certainly not in the vanguard as far as the ordination 
of women and same sex marriages are concerned but those are not issues for today.  We can 
look back with pride on our manifold achievements over the last 100 years. 

In my early days in the Church three organisations influenced the minds of many of our members.  
They were the LCC, the TS and the Co-Masonic Lodge.  All three have suffered from declining 
membership.  I have received numerous “simplistic” solutions but none so far have succeeded in 
bringing numerous people through our doors.  I am open to suggestions but we need to bear in 
mind that Code of Canons does not allow me to implement some of the suggestions I have 
received. 

I remember attending the funeral of a little old lady – she was only about five feet tall, if that and 
she was certainly very old. This was in the fifties – probably 1957.  She had never married.  She 
started off as a Pupil Teacher –– not something we have today – and she owned her own home.  
Miss Barter left her estate to be divided three ways – the LCC, the TS and the Co-Masonic Lodge.  
These were the important things in her life.  The world is different today.  

Money, or the lack of it, is not our greatest problem – church membership and attendance are our 
greatest concern.   

 
 

A POTTED HISTORY OF THE LCC IN BRISBANE 
By Bp Graham Preston 

The baptismal register indicates that Bishop Wedgwood first visited Brisbane on 1st 
August 1916 and again from 22nd September to 28th November 1916.  He visited 
Brisbane again from February to April in 1917.  35 people were baptised and some of 
them confirmed in those early days of the LCC in Brisbane.  
In 1920 Elsie Hess was baptised by Bishop Cooper and confirmed 12 years later by 
Bishop Tweedie.  In these early days baptisms and confirmations of Brisbane 
members were registered in the Register of Baptisms and Confirmations in Sydney.  
These details were later recorded in Brisbane.  
The Church in Brisbane did not have a home of its own until 1956 when the Church of 
St Alban was consecrated on 24th June – the Sunday within the Octave of St Alban’s 
Day. Until that time the Oratory of St Alban “migrated” from rented accommodation 
to rented accommodation. 
The Record of Ordinations indicates that Rev Cecil MacDonnell was ordained to the 
Priesthood by Bishop Leadbeater in 1924 and the Rev Eric Roemermann (older 
brother of Bishop Carl) was ordained to the Priesthood by Bishop Tweedie in 1932.  
The Rev Cecil MacDonnell was Priest in Charge from 1932 to 1948.  He was 
succeeded by the Rev Morris Briggs who was Priest in Charge from 1948 to 1954.  
(What was not well known was that Morris Briggs was awarded the Military Medal in 
WWI and still carried shrapnel!) The Rev Carl Roemermann, succeeded the Rev Morris 
Briggs and was consecrated to the Episcopate in 1973.   In 1934 the Rev John Clarke 
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was ordained to the Priesthood by Bishop Tweedie. He experienced military service in 
WWII. 
When the Rev Carl Roemermann was Priest in Charge he had five Acolytes: Geoffrey 
Dargie, Michael Preston, Jonathan von Ploennies, Frederic Richter and Graham 
Preston.  Four of these Acolytes went on to the Priesthood and one, Jonathan, moved 
to Canberra to join the Commonwealth Public Service.  (He was later killed in a car 
accident in the USA.)  One Subdeacon, Richard Starr, nephew of the Rev John Clarke, 
joined the Australian Diplomatic Corps and was transferred overseas. 
Since the ordination of the Rev Cecil MacDonnell in 1924 many men have received 
Minor and Major Orders in the Brisbane Parish. Some have moved interstate, to other 
Parishes or overseas.  The most recent ordination to the Priesthood was that of the 
Rev David Jones.  We have Fr David to thank for co-ordinating the repairs to our 
church building after a serious hail storm damaged the roof and liaising with the 
insurance assessor.  Fr David also replaced the treads on the back steps.  He is an 
ideal example of the “Worker Priest”.  Another example of a Worker Priest is the Rev 
Dr Brian Harding, who with a little assistance repainted the walls and ceiling of St 
Alban’s.  Not quite in the same league as Michelangelo but a mammoth task all the 
same. 
 
When Canon 64 established the Office of Deaconess Bishop Carl Roemermann 
admitted Elsie Richter (nee Hess) as Australia’s first Deaconess in 1984.  In the 
following year Bishop Carl admitted Dss Elsie’s daughter, Rosemary Di Ruggiero as 
the Province’s second Deaconess.  Since then 10 other Deaconesses have been 
admitted to this office and 10 more have become Members of the Order of Our Lady 
in this Province.   

 

The Church of St Alban ~ Brisbane 
The Liberal Catholic Church was founded 100 years ago on  

13 February 1916. St Alban’s celebrated this on Sunday 14 February. 

       
 
Bishop Allan gave the Centenary Sermon.                    The Cake 
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         Two of our younger guests         Benediction (these days rarely celebrated) 

100 YEARS! 
(this is an extract from the Brisbane newsletter ~ Liblinks – edited by Janet Harding) 

The 13th February 2016 commemorated a very special birthday; a 100th birthday to be exact.  Yes, 
the Liberal Catholic Church was founded 100 years ago on that date.  As in 2016 the actual 
anniversary fell on a Saturday, St Alban’s Liberal Catholic Church in Brisbane decided to hold a 
day of celebrations on Sunday 14 February. 
 
In the morning, our much-loved Bishop Allan Bradley preached the sermon at a High Celebration 
of the Holy Eucharist taken by our Vicar, Rev. Michael Preston. Bp Allan told how he first 
encountered the church when he was a boy and from then on its uniqueness made it the only 
church for him,.  He also read a letter from the Vicar-General, the Very Rev. Fred Shade, which 
commemorated this event.  In the afternoon, a tasty High Tea was held in the Social Room and 
everyone sang “Happy Birthday dear Church!”  This was followed by the most beautiful service of 
Solemn Benediction.   There was a great attendance at both events and it was good to see both 
old friends and new at these celebrations. Bishop Graham was absent as he was at the Centenary 
GES which was held in Rio Rancho, New Mexico, USA. 
 
We all know that the Liberal Catholic Church is different and the following extract from the leaflet 
“Introducing the Liberal Catholic Church” is helpful in understanding its origins and its uniqueness.  
(If the first paragraph seems familiar, I apologize as I did quote it in an earlier Liblinks.) 
 
“The Liberal Catholic Church combines two elements separated since the early centuries of the 
Christian era.  One of these is Christian sacramentalism of which the Roman Catholic, orthodox 
and Anglican Churches have long been the principal custodians. The second is the esoteric 
Wisdom Tradition, which, we believe, once formed a vital leavening component within Christianity.  
With the suppression of those Greek fathers of the Church who interpreted Christianity in the light 
of their Platonic background, the orthodoxy of the Latin Fathers prevailed and the very few who 
preserved the deeper doctrines had of necessity to remain silent. 
 
The Liberal Catholic Church traces its origin to 1916 when James Wedgwood was consecrated a 
bishop in the English Branch of the Old Catholic Church of the Netherlands.  Wedgwood was a 
prominent member of the Theosophical society, as was his co-founder, Charles Leadbeater.  
Under their leadership the English Old Catholic Church became independent of the Dutch church 
of origin, and adopted its present name (1918).  The Liberal Catholic Church soon developed its 
own distinctive liturgy, which owes much to Wedgwood’s gift for language, and its own distinctive 
teachings, deriving from the worldview shared by the founders and their colleagues. 
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The Liberal Catholic Church offers Catholic sacramentalism in its fullness with the added 
advantage that the writings of the founding bishops help us to understand the inward effects of the 
various services.  Above all they point to the Holy Eucharist, or Mass, as being the focus of a 
prodigious outpouring of blessing, which is believed to irradiate the whole neighbourhood of the 
Church, as well as nourishing spiritually the participants. 
 
The doctrines of the Liberal Catholic Church are offered, not imposed.  Members interpret them 
how they will.  Freedom of belief is held to be an indispensable precondition for personal growth 
and maturity.  Most Liberal Catholics however do accept the tenets of the Church’s doctrine, 
holding that we all live many times, growing in will, love and refinement as we encounter the 
outcomes of past actions, whether of this life, or earlier lives.  The Lord Christ is seen as our Older 
Brother, “the Great Teacher of Angels and of Men”, the spiritual guardian of all humanity, “a mighty 
spiritual presence in the world” (Liberal Catholic Church Summary of Doctrine).” 
 

 
 

 
 

The Church of St. John the Beloved ~ Melbourne 
By The Very Rev Frederick Shade 

Centenary Celebrations 

On Sunday 14th February the parish celebrated the Centenary of the Liberal Catholic Church. The 
service was a high celebration, the celebrant being the Vicar assisted by his two deacons Russell 
Cole and Alan Davis. The team was kept in order by server Blanche White, and the Vicar 
delivered the sermon. It consisted of a review of the Church’s history with particular reference to 
the early days in Sydney and Melbourne and our founder bishops’ work there. (This sermon was 
recommended by Bishop Graham for use in other parishes. And it is interesting to note that the 
first entry in the Baptismal Register is a baptism conducted by Fr James Wedgwood in 1915!) 
 
At the conclusion of the service the members gathered in the social room where the special cake 
made by Blanche White was quickly devoured. Fr Ian Hunter, a dear friend of the parish, launched 
a new publication for the parish, which consists of three slim volumes containing the Lenten and 
Advent Talks presented by the Vicar over the past 13 years. Copies were handed out to all 
presented (free of charge!) and were very well received. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
The Sanctuary team 

Back: (l to r)  
Rev. Russell Cole, Fr Fred Shade,  
Rev. Alan Davis 
Front: Blanche White 

 
Fr Ian Hunter launching the new 
publication - in the social room 
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A GOOD FRIDAY SERMON 

(Two Icons of Easter) 
By The Very Rev. Frederick A. Shade (Vicar) - 2016 

At St John the Beloved in Melbourne, Victoria 
2016 

 
THE CRUCIFIXION ICON 
 

This icon is an adaptation of a 19th century woodcut that appears in a book titled ”Myth and 
Ritual in Christianity” by Alan Watts. 

At the top right and left there are the Sun and Moon. They have faces as the Angels Michael 
and Gabriel are assigned to them in medieval symbolism. From the sky there also appear two 
Stars representing the heavens.  

God the Father is shown with a golden aura, holding a garland of Flowers that surrounds the Son. 
Perhaps these are a life-giving tribute to the Holy One on the Cross. It could also represent the whole of 
Nature, the created world, which is nourished and sustained by the Creator of All. 

The Dove, symbolic of the Holy Spirit, appears between the Father and the Son. Thus the three ‘Persons’ 
of the Trinity are present at this moment of the Crucifixion of our Lord, in the same way as they are 
recorded to have been present at His Baptism. (Matt. 3:16-17) 

Jesus is shown in the traditional arrangement on the Cross. He is depicted with nails in his hands and feet. 
However, there is no flow of blood, neither is there a wound in his side. A crown of thorns is placed on his 
head. In this woodcut he also wears a golden crown, perhaps suggesting that even at this moment, he is 
truly “King of Kings” and “Lord of Lords”, although he had put aside his priestly and kingly authority, and his 
spiritual power, in order to suffer crucifixion at the hands of others. 

The Lance is shown here along the cross bar with the sponge at one end of it. Lamps are displayed 
hanging from the Lance. These are in a form that one would see in a liturgical setting or in a chapel, 
perhaps suggesting here that our Lord is the Light of the World (Lux Mundi). 

At the foot of the Cross, which is held in the ground by two wedges, are two Angels kneeling in an attitude 
of prayer before the Word – for they know him in heaven as the Word and worshipped him there. 
Interestingly, there are no people shown in this woodcut. 

Below the Cross is a mound, representing the world. It displays the Skull and Cross-bones, and the 
Serpent, the former denotes death or mortality and by tradition the serpent represents the sin of Adam. But 
the serpent is also indicative of other things in scripture and in symbolism generally, and one of these is 
Life, as it regularly sheds its skin, a symbol of new life or rebirth. 

On either side of the Cross and on the borders of the picture there are bushes and trees in bloom. As with 
the garland of flowers, the deviser of this woodcut could be suggesting that there is always life and 
regeneration even in the midst of death; the two exist side-by-side. (Death precedes new life.) 

As this combination of figures and symbols is unusual, I decided to prepare it as an icon as a means of 
entering its mysteries. An icon is like a window to mysteries beyond, and we are invited to ‘go beyond’ what 
we see presented and enter the mystery that it is pointing to. In the Orthodox Church, an icon is considered 
a sacrament in its own right, but it is not worshipped; it is a source of blessing. 

Crucifixes are not usually seen in Liberal Catholic churches, however, this composite work leads us to 
explore aspects of the Mystery of Easter that other representations do not cover. (Some have suggested 
that it is not really a crucifixion in a physical sense, but perhaps in a mystical sense.) And as there were no 
colours in the woodcut, I had to determine these myself, which was part of the journey and the challenge. 

I hope this explanation is of assistance to you as you enter the mysteries surrounding the season of Easter. 
I have a more detailed explanation of the Crucifixion Icon and I will place this as Supplementary Notes to 
this presentation. 
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Crucifixion Icon 

 
 
 

THE ANASTASIS ICON 
 
The icon of the Resurrection (Anastasis = Resurrection), sometimes known as 'The Harrowing of Hell' was 
developed in the ninth century, and took several variant forms. (Harrow means ‘harvest’.) 

This version is modelled on a mosaic in the monastery of Daphni in Athens. The church was built in 
1100AD and the mosaics are original. 

The Crucifixion icon is on one side of the altar and the Resurrection icon is on the other, thus framing the 
liturgy. In the Eucharist the broken body of Christ is taken to the people and he lives in them. 

The icon depicts the Risen Christ raising Adam and Eve, who represent the human race. At the same 
time, Christ is trampling on the gates of hell and breaking the power of evil (portrayed here as a strong man 
who is bound); the broken bonds and key indicate our liberation. However, this event, according to the 
Apostle’s Creed, took place between His Crucifixion and His Resurrection: “He descended into Hell; the 
third day He rose again from the dead…”. It is all a bit puzzling!  

All of this actually points to a paradox. The first thing to remember is that Time doesn’t apply to eternity; it is 
a construct in this created order. The second thing is that the so-called Harrowing of Hell is in fact an 
eternal action, not a temporal action as such. Humanity, in its efforts to explain these mysteries, has 
presented it as happening on the Saturday, in order to point to some theological truths about the whole 
Easter drama and its sequence of events as best we can understand them. 

And so, describing this icon as the Anastasis (Resurrection) and yet having the Apostle’s Creed placing the 
event on Holy Saturday, is not a problem for us in spiritual terms, as the ‘harvest’ of souls by our loving 
Lord has been occurring forever. 
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David and Solomon (left), a father and son combination, give Christ the status of royalty, while John the 
Baptist (right) blesses the Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) – “behold the lamb of God…”. (Jn. 1:29) 

In this icon, the placement of the Cross has a special significance. Firstly, it is positioned between Adam 
and Christ indicating that the way to life is through the cross. Secondly, the foot of the cross is firmly on the 
neck of the evil one, indicating the power by which evil is contained. Note also how the hand of the evil one 
grasps the foot of Adam, and is unwilling to let him go.  

The wounds in the hands and feet of Christ are visible and indicate that it is the crucified one whom God 
raised up. It is the Lamb who is on the throne. The background at the base is dark and deathly but above it 
is golden: incorruptible, eternal and blazing with light. 

Anastasis Icon 
 

 
 
 

Supplementary Notes 
 

The Crucifixion Icon 
 
The Cross before us is a marvellous paradox of the whole Crucifixion Mystery. On the one hand, the wood 
of the Cross traditionally is the entire summation of man's ignorance and sin, being the instrument of torture 
which it prepared for the Holy One who is God. On the other hand, in the words of an ancient antiphon: 

We adore thy Cross, O Lord: 

and we praise and glorify thy holy Resurrection: 

for by the wood of the Cross the whole world is filled with joy. 

Then come the words of the hymn: 

Faithful Cross, the one Tree noble above all:  

no forest affords the like of this in leaf,  

        or flower, or seed. 

The Wood or Tree of the Cross is of the highest mythological significance, and it goes beyond the actual 
stake upon which the historical Jesus was hung. Many modern Christian historians think it most unlikely 
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that Jesus was actually crucified upon a wooden cross of the type familiar in crucifixes, whether of the Latin 
t, Greek +, or Egyptian Tau cross forms. It was more probably a simple stake, such that the actual symbol 
of the Cross was shaped according to mythological rather than historical considerations. As is well known, 
the Cross and the Sacrificial Tree are symbols far more ancient than Christianity. This significance is 
referred to in some of the hymns of the church. In the book of Acts it says that our Lord was hung on a tree. 
(Acts 5:30) 

In almost all the mythological traditions this Tree is the Axis Mundi, the Centre of the World, growing in the 
"navel of the world" as, in mediaeval drawings, the Tree of Jesse is shown growing from the navel of Jesse. 
In the myth of Eden the Tree stands in the centre of the Garden, at the source of the three rivers that "go 
out to water the garden". For obvious reasons, Christianity regards the Cross as the centre of the world, 
and likewise places it upon the altar as the ritual centre of the church. And as I have remarked before, 
some years ago Libby and I were inside the Church of the Holy Sepulchure in Jerusalem, and saw the site 
of the crucifixion and burial place of our Lord. In that place there is a natural fissue in the rock beneath the 
spot of the crucifixion. Legend has it that our Lord's blood descended this fissue to the centre of the earth, 
where Adam slept. 

The symbolism of the Tree is quite clearly that the Tree is the world - Life itself - having its stem going into 
the unknown. Its branches, leaves, flowers and fruit form the multiplicity of creatures - "I am the vine; ye are 
the branches" (Jn 15:5) - which blossom from the ever-fertile source of life. The wood of the Tree is matter 
(prima materia), out of which all things are made, so that it is not unfitting that, in his earthly incarnation, the 
Son of God should be also the Son of the Carpenter - Joseph. 

Furthermore, the Tree is cruciform because the Cross is the "shape of the world", since the earth has four 
directions or quarters, and the very universe itself - ringed by the Zodiac - has four fixed, four cardinal, and 
four mutable points. Christ with his Twelve Apostles correspond with the Sun and the twelve zodiacal signs, 
and the crucifix is very frequently found as a fronticepiece to the New Testament with the four fixed signs 
Taurus, Leo, Scorpio (interchangeable with the phoenix, eagle), and Aquarius at its extremities, standing 
for the Four Evangelists. 

Have a look at the wood cut of the crucifixion that I have handed out. To this Tree, image of the created 
world, the Son of God is nailed by his hands and feet, and a spear is thrust in his side – five wounds. And 
because the world is manifested by the contrast of opposites, left and right, high and low, before and 
behind, day and night, good and evil, the image of the world is cruciform. On the right hand is the sun, and 
on the left the moon. At the head is the fiery Dove, and at the foot the serpent or the skull - contrasting 
figures of life and death, liberation and bondage. And so, the whole is a revelation of what human life is. 
This identification is the nailing, in consequence of which we are "dead and buried" - absorbed and 
confused in a past which "is not". St. Paul says that we are “buried" with Christ, and that we are “raised” 
with Christ. (Rom. 6:4; Col. 2:12) He is pointing to the mystical journey that we take as followers of our Lord 
Christ, a journey that is represented in the mysteries of the sacraments and the liturgy of the church. 

The "giving up", the Agape, is the Sacrifice by which the Cross is transformed from the instrument of 
suffering to the "medicine of the world" as it is called. The Tree of Death becomes the Tree of Life. By the 
same alchemy the cruciform symbol of the earth, of conflict and opposition is also the symbol of the sun, of 
life-giving radiation. For this reason Christian art fashions the crucifix in two ways - the Cross of Christ 
suffering and the Cross of Christ in triumph, the latter showing him crowned and vested as King and Priest 
("Christus Rex”). Notice the cross or figure above the door in the west of this church. It shows Christ as 
King, bestowing blessings upon the world. 

Thus the Tree is standing at the axis, the crossroads of the world, at the central point of time and space. 

When our Lord had "given up the ghost" and the spear had been thrust into his side, his body was taken 
down from the Cross and taken to the garden of Joseph of Arimathaea. Just before sundown, the beginning 
of the Passover Sabbath, it was laid in Joseph's tomb to await embalming upon the first day of the week 
since this was a work which, according to Jewish law, could not be performed on the Sabbath. (This was 
the Joseph who, according to the great tradition of Western Christianity, received the Holy Cup of the Last 
Supper and brought it to the Celtic lands of Western Europe - a tradition which is the legendary basis for 
the cult of the Holy Graal.) 
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While the Body of Christ remained in the tomb, his soul and spirit descended into Hades or Sheol, the place 
of imprisonment of all who had departed this world from Adam until that very day. This tradition is only once 
mentioned in the canonical scriptures, but is preserved in detail in the apocryphal Acts of John. Taking this 
text as its source, Christian art represents Hades or Hell as a dragon with a mouth lined with terrible teeth. 
At the approach of Christ, carrying a Cross which is now transformed into a spear and pennant, the dragon 
of Hades yawns wide to release Adam and Eve, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses, Aaron, and all 
those who had lived justly under the Old Dispensation of the ages before the Incarnation of our Lord. After 
this "harrowing of Hell" only those who are in the following of Lucifer and his angels remain in prison. 
(Harrow = to harvest. Thus it is the great harvest of the righteous souls of the past.) 

Yet it is most important to remind ourselves that in the "harrowing of Hell", it also shows that the power of 
the Incarnation is retroactive or, to put it in another way, timeless. The coming of Christ is not only an 
historical event - a step in a temporal process that is effective only for those who follow. It is equally 
effective for those who came before, and thus the Descent into Hades is a feature of the Christ story which 
particularly suggests the timeless and mythological character of the whole. 

Hades or Hell may also be understood as the Valley of the Shadow, the experience of impotence and 
despair in which the "I", or ego, dies and Christ comes to life. (cf lCor. 15:31) But there is more, and it gets 
even more complex the further we delve into this great mystery. For example, the descent is likewise a 
figure of the descent of consciousness into the unconscious, of the necessity of knowing one's very depths. 
("know thyself”). It is thus also a spiritual crucifixion or trial. And so long as the unconscious remains 
unexplored, we will remain unaware of the "dark" and hidden forces of conditioning which actually guide 
our life and actions. (Again, Paul reminds us of this fact.) 

And so, down in Hades, the work of Christ is to bring Adam through the jaws of the dragon into Paradise. It 
will be remembered that when Adam was expelled from the Paradise Garden, the way back was guarded 
by a Cherub with a flaming sword which "turned every way". But this "Active Door" in Eden opens and shuts 
with such incredible rapidity or suddenness that the hero has to get through in "no time at all". His only 
chance is to leap without hesitation, for the slightest wavering or indecision will be his undoing. Obviously, 
the Active Door is the same as the "needle's eye" and the "strait and narrow gate", through which one can 
enter into heaven – wonderful metaphors. Adam can pass through the Jaws of Hades into Paradise 
because now that he has been "crucified with Christ"; he is no more Adam but Christ (the New Adam). He 
goes forth into Paradise as Christ, as the New Adam. The reason is that Christ is the only one who can 
pass through the Active Door, being the Holy One who has no past and does not exist in time. Living 
entirely in the eternal Moment, it is no problem for him to move between the jaws of past and future where 
all others are trapped. 

In the Old Testament the analogous situation is Moses' passage of the Red Sea, where the waters roll back 
to let "Israel" (the people of God) go through but rush together to trap "Egypt" in the flood. And so, Christ's 
passage through Death and Hades is likened by the Church to the Crossing of the Red Sea, for in the 
"harrowing of Hell" the jaws of the dragon yawn wide to give passage to those who are "in Christ", but close 
again upon Lucifer and his hosts. Beyond the rolling waters, the perilous gates or jaws of Hell, past and 
future, good and evil, life and death, and the whole gamut of opposites wherein man, as ego, is inescapably 
trapped, there lies the Risen Life - always open to those who leap without hesitation, those who move with 
the Moment and do not linger in the past. 

This is the challenge for each of us – to take the leap of faith into the unknown. I think that a version of this 
occurs when we wake up each morning and do not know what is to come, or when we place our life in the 
hands of another. 

The Cross before us points to so much more than the event that took place on Golgotha some 2,000 years 
ago; there are so many layers of meaning. I hope the approach I have taken today in my presentation, 
incomplete though it be, will be helpful to you in your journey through the great Mystery of Easter. 

Frederick A. Shade 
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Sunday within the octave of NEW YEAR’S DAY 
3rd January 2016 

Homily by Father Adrian de Graaf 
Liberal Catholic Church of St John the Divine 

Perth, Western Australia. 
In the Collect 
We pray that thy holy church may love thee more and serve thee better, growing ever in heavenly wisdom. 
(1) 
In the Epistle we are told that: 
We shall also be in the likeness of his resurrection. 
We believe that we shall also live with Christ. (2) 
And in the Gospel we are admonished: 
Do not do your alms before men, to be seen of them. 
Let your light so shine before men that they may see your good works. 
The light of the body is the eye; if therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light. (3) 

Today we celebrate New Year’s Day, a day of new resolutions. We also celebrate the start of 
2016, the centennial year of the establishment of the Liberal Catholic Church. 
The Liberal Catholic Church was established In February 1916, when Bishop James Ingall 
Wedgwood was consecrated, that is: made a bishop. 
Our church celebrates this centenary with a centennial congress in Alberquerque, New Mexico, 
with the theme “To see Thy Life in all the Peoples of Thine Earth.”  
Our separated brothers and sisters of the Free Catholic Church in the Netherlands will celebrate 
the occasion with a congress with the theme of “Jump into the Light of the Future: Waking Up, 
Moving, Deepening, leading to Transformation.”  
The Liberal Catholic Church Theosophia Synod which has its headquarters in Orlando, Florida, 
will celebrate the occasion with a pontifical Eucharist and has chosen the theme of: “Love 
Wins”.So, three themes: 

• To see Thy Life in all the Peoples of Thine Earth. 
• Jump into the Light of the Future, Waking Up, Moving, Deepening, which leads to 

Transformation. 
• Love Wins. 

Or: 
Life, Light and Love. 
Love is often expressed by the giving of alms, by the doing of good works, by helping people in 
this life. This may take the form of counselling, providing food, providing accommodation. It may 
take the form of visiting people in prison, visiting people who are ill, giving encouragement to 
people who feel down, listening to and supporting people who feel suicidal. But, as the gospel tells 
us, we need to do such things quietly, without wanting to be noticed. 
What special contribution does the Liberal Catholic Church have in helping people? 
The Liberal Catholic Church tries to discover the deeper meaning within the Gospels. When we 
are told to visit people in prison, perhaps we could consider helping people to find a way out of the 
prison of their mind, the prison of their thought processes. People need to learn to be positive, to 
set themselves goals, to map out a plan as to how they can achieve those goals step by step. 
When we are told to give people food and drink, we may interpret that as the need to assist people 
by suggesting spiritual exercises, reading spiritual material, going to meetings where deeper 
things are discussed, or just by having a spiritual aura around ourselves which will affect people 
who are near us, re-focussing their mind and thoughts, often without anything being said. This 
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approach will enable people to take charge of their lives in a positive and spiritual way, which will, 
in turn, improve any difficult circumstances they may find themselves in. 
We pray that the Church may grow in heavenly wisdom. If we look at the Liberal Catholic Church, 
the next few years will be crucial. We all need to pray and be positive about the future of this 
church. We need to emphasise the special contribution which the Liberal Catholic Church makes 
to Christian thought. 
Our founding bishops had a vision of a church which served its Master Christ by helping its 
members “...to discover truth for themselves by providing opportunities for spiritual growth... “ (4) 
The Liberal Catholic Church is environmentally conscious stating that we “...have ethical duties... 
to all the realms of nature, which constitute our world environment.” (5) It “... teaches the 
purification of the body as well as the mind and heart. To this end vegetarianism and abstinence 
from alcohol, tobacco and other drugs of abuse are recommended as ideals”, even though it 
acknowledges that “... these are matters for individual conscience ““. (6)  
(In fact, one of our previous Regionary and Presiding Bishops, Bishop Sten von Krusenstierna and 
his wife Rie, with whom I had many deep discussions, were leading lights in various vegetarian 
societies.) (7)  
So, this points to an ideal to have reverence for all life (8) in all living things: human, animal as well 
as the environment and mother earth in general. 
And when we talk about human life, the Liberal Catholic Church teaches that a person’s “...doings 
in each physical incarnation largely determine his experience after death in the intermediate world 
(or world of purgation) and the heavenly world, and greatly influence the circumstances of his next 
birth”, meaning his next entrance into this world as a baby. (9) 
This, to my mind, is the great contribution of the Liberal Catholic Church to Christian thought: there 
is order in the divine plan, both for individuals as well as the world. And the more we value and 
respect all life and help other persons to learn to do so, the more we will spiritualise ourselves and 
help other people to do so. How do we spiritualise ourselves and help ourselves and others to 
follow the path we and they need to take? 
The Gospel is clear about that: “The light of the body is the eye.” Not: ‘the eyes’, but, ‘the eye’. It 
says: “If therefore thine eye be single, thy whole body shall be full of light.” It is focused meditation 
which will develop the ‘single eye’ or ‘third eye’’. This seems to indicate that there is a direct 
connection between “the inner and the outer worlds” through the third eye which “is located in the 
brain, at the brow, above the base of the nose.” (10) It is at the place where the pituitary gland is 
situated. However, both the pituitary and the pineal gland must work together in order to open the 
third eye. That is difficult in this modern society as it is believed that the fluoride in the scheme 
water seems to calcify the pineal gland. The pineal gland is located in the middle of the brain 
behind and just above the pituitary gland. (11) 
The pineal gland inhibits discharging of thought into action. This inhibition causes us to look 
inward and to deeply ponder our actions and reactions. This introversion is indispensable for self-
realisation as is displaces our attention from the outer world into the inner world. Therefore, our 
pineal gland needs to remain free from calcification. 
By using the point in our aura (between our eyes and in the centre of our forehead) as a focal 
point during meditation, we can facilitate the development of our Third Eye’s lens; this lens gives 
meaning to the perceived light sensation showing us inner planes, thought forms and higher 
entities (12). This is what our priest Geoffrey Hodson must have developed to be able to see and 
communicate with fairies and other entities in the higher dimensions and to be able do his 
research on the bible. 
So, there is a whole science behind the concept of meditation. 
To grow in heavenly wisdom, we must ensure that our eye is single, that we activate our third eye. 
That will spiritualise our body as well as our mind. We will then: 
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 “See the Life in all the People’s of Thine earth”.  
We will then be able to: 
 “Jump into the Light of the Future, through waking up our Third Eye, moving towards spirituality, 
deepening our thought processes and spiritual perceptions, which will eventually lead to 
transforming ourselves, the people around us as well as the organisations of which we are part 
and, to some extent, the world.” This will be our resurrection.  
We will then be able to show that: 
“Love Wins”. Love overcomes everything, love guided by the spiritual light which emanates from 
us and which will show us what path to take in assisting our brothers and sisters, both of the 
human and animal kingdoms, and, indeed, the whole environment. 

(1) The Liturgy according to the Use of the Liberal Catholic Church, Fifth Edition 1983, The St Alban Press, 
London, p.46. 

(2) ibid. p. 47. 
(3) ibid. pp. 47-48. 
(4) The Liberal Catholic Church – Statement of Principles & Summary of Doctrine, Ninth Edition 2007, The 

Saint Alban Press, London, p. 2. 
(5) ibid. p. 3. 
(6) ibid. p. 3. 
(7) http://www.ivu.org/history/world-forum/1948news2.html 
(8) The Liberal Catholic Church – Statement of Principles & Summary of Doctrine, Ninth Edition 2007, The 

Saint Alban Press, London, p. 14. 
(9) Ibid. p. 13. 
(10) Chakra Anatomy - http://www.chakra-anatomy.com/third-eye-chakra.html 
(11) http://fluoridealert.org/issues/health/pineal-gland/ 
(12) www.multidimensions.com 

 

 

We are All Brooms 
By Deacon Russell Cole in Melbourne 

There are many everyday things that remind me of my Lord. 
The day before Passion Sunday this year, I was carrying a broom in similar manner to 
that of a Crozier, or Shepherd’s Crook. I was going to use it to put the veil over the 
cross above the Altar at St. John The Beloved. 
I looked at this broom and thought, “what is it saying to me?” It was saying, “I am only 

a broom, a bit old and worn and only fit to sweep the floor but with right intent and for the worship 
of the Lord, I am raised to the cross to put on its raiment.”  
What a glorious thought.  
If you believe as I do, that everything in all of existence is of God, by God and for God, then we 
are all brooms in the service of our Lord. 
Our lord God has had many different names and titles over the 100,000 years of humanoid 
existence on this planet, each only according to the understanding of the group at that particular 
time and location.  
I am sure this is so over our Galaxy of over 1000 billion suns and our universe of over 2000 billion 
Galaxies, and may be multiple universes. 
To God I believe nothing is impossible, no one irretrievable from “sin” and nothing is so minor as 
not to be worth considering in the service of the Lord, even a broom.  

http://www.multidimensions.com/
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PASSION SUNDAY – LENT 5 

by Bp Graham Preston 

Some psychiatrists would make all people nice people, complacent in their 
freedom from guilt or sin.  The truth is that there is an increase mental disorders 
largely because too many people think they are nice, when really they are nasty.  
This was the message our Lord drove home in the parable of the two men who 
went into the temple to pray.  Paraphrasing the story of the Pharisee (who was a 
very nice man) we can imagine him praying in the front of the temple as follows: 

“I thank Thee, O Lord, that my Freudian adviser has told me that there is no such 
thing as guilt, that sin is a myth, and that Thou, o Father, art only a projection of 

my father complex.  There may be something wrong with my repressed instincts, but there is 
nothing wrong with my soul.  I contribute ten percent of my income to the Society for the 
Elimination of Religious Superstition, and I diet for my figure three times a week.  Oh, I thank Thee 
that I am not like the rest of men, those nasty people, such as the Christian there in the back of the 
temple who thinks that he is a sinner, that his soul stands in need of grace, that his conscience is 
burdened with extortion, and that his heart is weighted down with a crime of injustice.  I may have 
an Oedipus Complex, but I have no sin.” 

All the while, in the back of the temple, a nasty individual then and now strikes his breast and 
says, “O God, be merciful to me a sinner.”  Our Lord tells us that he goes back to his house 
justified. 

The parable of the Pharisee and the Publican is the story of two men who went to the temple.  To 
that extent it has something in common with all of us who are church goers and has some bearing 
on our lives.  There are just three things to note about the two men in this parable: first, why they 
went to the temple; second, what they did when they got there; and third, how they returned home 
afterwards. 

Their intention is made clear in the opening words of the story: “Two men went up into the Temple 
to pray.” Their purpose was the same, though they were in fact so strangely different from one 
another.  The Pharisee, of course, was a religious man. He was the praying sort. We are not 
surprised to find him going to the Temple to say his prayers.  What more fitting thing to do?  And 
what more fitting place in which to do it than in the Temple? 

The Publican or Tax Gatherer was quite the opposite type.  He was looked upon as a religious and 
social outcast.  It must have been a long time since he last went to the Temple.  Religion did not 
mix very easily with his kind of life.  Yet on this occasion he also went up into the Temple.  And, 
like the other, he went to pray.  

Perhaps this is not quite as surprising as it might appear.  For prayer is a common and universal 
instinct on the part of people.  There is a sense in which prayer is natural to mankind, because we 
have been made by God for communion with Himself, and prayer is an act of communion with 
God.  

As far as the Jews were concerned the noblest thing a man can do is pray.  A man is never more 
truly a man than when he prays.  The people who never pray are less than human; they are little 
better than the beasts of burden.  A Jewish man only rises to his full moral and spiritual stature 
when he bows low before God in penitence, adoration and prayer. 
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What did the two men do when they got to the temple?  To say they prayed is scarcely the correct 
answer, because they both did very different things.  In fact only one of them really prayed. 

The Pharisee exhibited a spirit of pride as he approached God.  He was a man who trusted in 
himself that he was righteous and despised others.  In his self-righteousness he thought that he 
was good enough.  So he expressed no penitence, brought no petition, offered no adoration.  It is 
clear that his “prayer” was no prayer at all.  It was merely an attempt to parade his virtues before 
God and men – especially before men.  His religion was entirely self-centred.  (Note the repetition 
of the personal pronoun “I” in his prayer.)  As a result he had a wrong estimate of God, of himself 
and of others. 

The Publican, on the other hand, came to God in a spirit of penitence.  This man had no illusions 
about himself.  He knew full well that he had fallen short – not only of his own ideals, but of the 
glory of God.  So, without even presuming to lift his eyes to Heaven, he beat upon his breast and 
prayed, “God, be merciful to me a sinner!”  This was true prayer – humble and honest, personal 
and penitential, simple and sincere.  The Publican was conscious of two things: first, that he was 
sinful; second, that God was merciful.  He did not trust in himself that he was righteous.  He knew 
that he was not.  He could not plead his merits – he had none.  All he could do was to 
acknowledge his unworthiness and cast himself upon the grace of God. 

The Pharisee presumably returned home much the same as he came – still self-righteous, self-
confident, self-opinionated.  Most likely he was more proud than before.  Certainly his going to the 
temple had done him no good; it had served to inflate his own ego. 

With the Publican it was quite otherwise.  We have our Lord’s own words for it.  “I tell you, this 
man went down to his house justified rather than the other.”  The other –– i.e. the Pharisee – had 
sought to justify himself. The Publican was justified (i.e. accounted righteous) by God –– in fact 
“justified freely by his grace.”  He went home a changed man – a new man, a better man.  He did 
not come to the Temple justified.  He came burdened and bound by his sin.  But there in the 
Temple he met with God and found forgiveness and release.  The Publican is a perfect example of 
what it means to be justified by faith, not by good works; by grace, and not by our own deserving.  
Like St Paul, he could say, “By the grace of God I am what I am.” 

The Intent for today, the fifth Sunday in Lent, Passion Sunday, is humility.  The Collect for today 
prepares us for Palm Sunday – next week – and for Easter itself: 

O Lord, who didst lay aside thy glory and take upon thee the earthly robe of mortal flesh, we pray 
for wisdom to avoid the specious snare of pride and ever to walk humbly and heedfully in thy sight; 
who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost throughout all ages of ages. Amen  

About your Magazine: 
Editor: The Rev. John Hawkins 

Please send (or continue to send) articles. They can be of sermons, church matters or events in 
different parishes – anything to do with the church. 

Don’t be shy –we will do the editing and layout for you; without altering your message (although it 
must be Okayed by the Regionary Bishop. Note: Some write academically (with references etc.) – this 
is fine, however, don’t let this deter you – you don’t need to reference if you do not wish to. 

Articles should be submitted to John By email, preferably in a Word Document (.doc / .docx) format, 
to:  

fr.john.hawkins@liberalcatholicchurch.org.au 
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Post: Communion Magazine, C/- 21 St John’s Ave., Gordon 2072 

mailto:fr.john.hawkins@liberalcatholicchurch.org.au


30 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord 
By Fr David McAuliffe @ St John’s Perth, 17/01/2016 

Today, we celebrate the Baptism of Our Lord, as recorded in the section from 
Matthew’s Gospel, read a few minutes ago. 
 It’s my intention in this talk to outline the history of baptism in the Christian Church, 
with a particular emphasis on the validity or advisability of baptism of infants and young 
children and also of baptism by immersion. Why worry, you might ask, about the form 
baptism takes? Surely because it has to do with authenticity – with validity and efficacy: Does it do 
what it purports to do?  
Most, if not all Christians, of whatever denomination, regard baptism as the essential initiatory rite 
for entry into the Church of Christ. From the beginning there has been debate about the correct  
method of baptism. By the end of the first century some were pouring rather than using full bodily 
immersion, but only when sufficient water in lakes or running streams was not available. However, 
it was universally recognised that baptism by immersion in water was to be preferred to either 
pouring or sprinkling. 
The issue of infant baptism is an important one both biblically and theologically in the light of 
baptism’s objectives and effects. The question of infant baptism by immersion, pouring or 
sprinkling is seriously in question given the very clear teachings of Jesus the Christ about the 
innocent state of children at birth and into early childhood.  
 No infants are specifically recorded as being baptised in the New Testament, but Jesus’ 
command recorded in Matthew 19: 14-15,   Suffer the little children to come unto me and 
forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom of  heaven. And he laid his hand upon them, 
and departed thence seems to precludes it?  He blessed them, but did not baptise them. Most 
biblical scholars accept that, in the New Testament, where whole households are mentioned as 
being baptised, children were NOT included. The term “household” denoted all adult residents, 
whether, parents, servants or indeed slaves, but not minors. 
That children cannot repent due to their innocent state before God, is significant, because all 
references to baptism in the New Testament are preceded by a call to repentance, or re-
orientation, a change of mind and heart which is hardly possible for infants. Acts 2: 38, quoting St 
Peter, says:  
 Repent and be baptised every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of 
sins and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. Children need no remission of sins, quite 
simply, because they are not yet able to sin in any responsible way! Remember that we are 
dealing here with re-orientation; a change of heart, a new beginning! Hardly kids stuff! 
The earliest recorded reference to infant baptism was by Tertullian around AD 200. Even though 
he mentions this erroneous practice among contemporary Christians, he still insisted that it was 
preferable to wait until children reached maturity. 
For centuries, adult believer baptism had been the norm, even though infant baptism was 
occasionally allowed, no doubt as a concession to parental concern about their infants dying 
without the sacrament. Here we may well see the beginnings of apostasy from received apostolic 
teaching, as the Churches began to lose their original bright recollection of Jesus the Christ’s 
ministry and the infiltration of Gnostic influences. Most mortuary inscriptions mention infants who 
died close to their birth dates, indicating, perhaps, that they were in poor health, and thus in 
danger of death. 
In the late 4th century, Gregory Nazianzus argued that baptism should be delayed until a child was 
accountable for its actions. He said, speaking of older children: … at that time they begin to be 
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responsible for their own lives …and they learn the mystery of life – for of sins of ignorance 
owing to their tender years they have no account to give. 
Also John Chrysostom in the 4th century, conceded:  We do baptise infants, although they are 
guilty of no sins.  However by the 5th century the apostasy from apostolic teaching had advanced 
still further, due in no small measure to the erroneous teaching of Augustine of Hippo.  He linked 
his dreadful doctrine of Original Sin to infant baptism to nullify, in his opinion, the effects of 
humanity’s perceived inheritance of Adam and Eve’s primordial sin of disobedience in the Garden 
of Eden! He went so far as to say that ALL the unbaptised were damned, but conceded that  
unbaptised infants would inherit the mildest punishment  of  all.  Unfortunately, this unspeakable 
doctrine has been the teaching of most Christian denominations ever since. 
 The current Roman Catholic position is rather ambivalent, in that the Catechism of the Catholic 
Church states:  With respect to children who die without Baptism, THE LITURGY  of the 
Church invites us to trust in God’s mercy and to pray for their salvation.  By a slight of hand 
the Church has moved the responsibility for this matter from the Magisterium, or teaching 
authority, to the Liturgy! Needless to say, the Roman Catholic Church has no problem with infant 
baptism, either by pouring of water or by immersion! 
Among the various Christian denominations, Baptists, Jehovah Witnesses and the Latter-day 
Saints, are the most strident advocates of baptism by immersion. They also strongly disapprove of 
infant baptism because in their estimation such a practice is un-biblical and runs counter to 
Apostolic custom. 
So, where does the LCC stand in this matter? Recent baptisms in this church, witnessed by many 
of you, were by the customary pouring of water. One of these was the baptism of an infant.  
I’m aware that most LCC clergy are happy to use the symbolically less complete form of pouring of 
water for adult or infant baptism.  Because the LCC rite of baptism includes anointing with holy 
oils, this is thought to justify infant baptism because of its occult effect on the spiritual body of the 
subject, which assists the activation of the force-centres or chakras. Also, the Exorcism, where 
the priest says: I exorcise all influences and seeds of evil; I lay upon them the spell of 
Christ’s holy church,  that they trouble not this servant of God, is held to be beneficial in 
guarding infants from evil influences.  
Hence, exorcism and anointing, is certainly most desirable, but need not be part of the baptismal 
rite itself. It could well be central to a rite of blessing for new-born infants, where the integrity of 
valid believer baptism, would be preserved.  So, it would seem that a rite of blessing of infants, 
incorporating exorcism and anointing with the holy oils, would be useful, while not doing violence 
to the apostolic admonition not to baptise under-age children!  
I finish with a quote from a universally respected Latter-day Saint scholar, Blake Ostler, who says:  
In baptism we identify ourselves as Christ in his experience of death and resurrection. We 
are buried with him in the water and rise with him (Rom. 6:4) We are baptised in the name 
of the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, and when we come forth from the water it  is a 
moment  when each of the divine persons is manifest as present with us. Viewed from 
outside the (I-Thou relationship with God), baptism is just a bath. (Fire on the Horizon, by 
Blake Ostler). Needless to say, the meaning and deeper significance of this passage would be 
beyond the comprehension of an infant or young child and even, perhaps, of many adults!  
The quote from Romans 6:4 can be found on page 46 of the Liturgy in the Epistle reading for New 
Year, which we heard recently. It says:  Know ye not that so many of us as were baptised into 
Jesus Christ were baptised into his death? Therefore we are buried with him by baptism 
into death; that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even 
so we should walk in newness of life. 

Echoes of the repentance and resurrection motif, yet again!  
 



32 
 

Septuagesima Sunday 
24th January 2016 

Homily by Father Adrian de Graaf 
Church of St John the Divine, Perth, Western Australia 

THE GIFT OF WISDOM 
In today’s Collect, we ask God the Holy Ghost to pour out upon us the gift of wisdom and understanding. 
(1) 

In the Epistle, taken from the Book of the Wisdom of Solomon, we are told: 
“Wisdom is more moving than any motion...she is the breath of the power of God ... she is the brightness 
of the everlasting light...in all ages entering into holy souls, she makes them friends of God and 
prophets.” (2) 

And in the Gospel, Jesus talks about the five virgins who ensured that they had sufficient oil for their lamps. (3) 
In this centenary year of the Liberal Catholic Church’s existence, we should ask what place the Gift of 
Wisdom occupies in our church. Do we appreciate this Gift of Wisdom? What do we mean by ‘Wisdom’? 
Bishop Charles Webster Leadbeater, our second Presiding Bishop, passed away from this earthly life here 
in Perth on 1 March 1934. Some of his ashes were placed in the wall of this our church of St John the 
Divine in Western Australia. 
In the issue of the Liberal Catholic magazine of April 1934, Bishop Pigott asks:   
Why would Bishop Leadbeater be especially remembered? Pigott says: 

“..it will be largely because of what he has revealed about the other side. For that must be a very, 
very interesting subject to all people who think at all. And those who read with unprejudiced minds 
what he has left behind him on this subject in such books as The Other Side of Death will soon 
become convinced that the writer really knew what he was talking about. What he says carries 
conviction, except of course to those who for personal reasons are prejudiced against the man (and 
these will hardly be persuaded to read anything of his) or to those who are of a more scientific turn 
of mind and seek for proof rather than for revelation. But there will always, or at any rate for very 
long, be innumerable people who will be glad to know what one who writes with such convincing 
force and from knowledge on this subject has to say about it even though he may not be able to 
give what is called scientific proof of what he reveals.” 

Leadbeater, using his clairvoyant power, also explains what happens during the liturgical ritual. Pigott says:  
“Those who have read for instance The Science of the Sacraments will know very well what I mean, 
though that describes only a particular and limited part of this vast field; ... He told us exactly what 
happens on that inner side at every turn and every movement in the celebration of these services, 
and exactly how and when such exalted Beings as angels and holy ones co-operate with us in 
these sacred acts. For this too, then, as well as for what he has revealed about the other side of 
death will he surely be remembered so long at any rate as there are in the world devout people 
without this knowledge of their own yet glad to know about such things; people who are not too 
skeptical or too prejudiced to take them at least tentatively from one who has written so clearly and 
so confidently about them.” 

Bishop Wedgwood, our first Presiding Bishop, was already convinced that clairvoyance was a phenomenon 
which was real. He describes his own mother as being an extremely good clairvoyant. In fact, his mother 
knew Helena P. Blavatsky, the founder of the Theosophical Society. Wedgwood also was convinced that 
Leadbeater had this ability. He says: 

“He [Leadbeater] suddenly asked me if I had ever seen nature-spirits. I answered “No”; and to my 
surprise my vision was suddenly opened and I saw them. One naturally anticipated this kind of 
development and was puzzled that it did not take place. But I soon discovered that his system of 
working with people was otherwise. One went away from him after some months of companionship 
and found that fundamental changes had taken place in oneself; one’s outlook on life was different 
and certain of the more important qualities of one’s character had been strengthened and 
developed. I soon discovered that the real changes in occultism do not consist in the opening up of 
consciousness from below upwards but rather in the unfolding of the fundamental qualities of 
character and the playing of those down through the personality.” 
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But this clairvoyance is not the only way by which Leadbeater contributed to the Liberal Catholic Church. 
Bishop Pigott asks:  

“What has been his especial contribution to Christian thought?” 
And answers it: 

“He has introduced the ancient wisdom of the East into the West through his theosophical work and 
through his reconciliation of the Eastern teachings with the Christian creeds. Others of course have 
shared with him the work of teaching the Eastern wisdom to Western minds; his friend and great 
colleague, Annie Besant, especially and, before her, H. P. Blavatsky; but C.W.L. did what neither of 
these two has done in quite the same way; he has done it as a Christian bishop and because he 
was a Christian teacher. He has taught the esoteric wisdom in terms of Christianity.” 

And later, Pigott says: 
“And now there comes another tributary bearing the ancient wisdom of the East. It is as yet [at that 
time in 1934] but a trickle but it may be destined to flow in greater and greater fullness. Charles 
Leadbeater is mainly responsible for that. The oneness of life – God’s life and ours – is distinctly an 
Eastern teaching. The planes of nature and the corresponding levels of consciousness is another. 
Reincarnation though not unknown in the West is more especially an Eastern teaching. The path by 
which those who are willing to tread it may have access to the Holy Ones, to those who in the East 
are called Rishis and in the Christian tradition are known as the Saints or the just made perfect. 
That too is an Eastern idea. Leadbeater taught all of these; in fact those teachings in combination 
were what he lived for, they were life to him; and he presented them in Christian form and so made 
clearer the great Christian doctrines which were becoming or had become meaningless to many a 
modern mind in the West. Thus through his work the Wisdom of the East flows into the great 
Christian religion as still another effluent.” (4) 

The Epistle talks about wisdom, in all ages, as entering into holy souls. In spite of their perceived 
shortcomings, there is no doubt in my mind that wisdom entered into the souls of James Ingall Wedgwood 
and Charles Webster Leadbeater. 
But, to attain wisdom, we need to work for it. 
In an old Liberal Catholic magazine of which I do not have the date it says: 

“It was Origen who pointed out that we are all made in the image of God, but that the likeness of 
God is to be earned through spiritual labour. While we are all blessed with a divine Presence in our 
heart, in order to come into full realisation of this Presence we need to work for it. One method is by 
partaking in the ancient mystery rites of the Holy Eucharist, AND [my emphasis] by the study of the 
Ancient Wisdom, shrouded in esoteric expressions of divine and eternal truths”. (5) 

In other words: this isn’t meant to be easy!!!  
So, what is it that the Liberal Catholic Church especially wants to do? She wants to: 

“...serve those who are earnestly seeking spiritual enlightenment.” 
But: 

“Because of its suppression, the Wisdom Tradition in Christianity is not easy to find today.  Many 
can’t be bothered to look, or even know it exists.  However, the search is rewarding and we have 
been greatly assisted by the discoveries in the 20th century of the Nag Hamadi library (1945), the 
Dead Sea Scrolls (1947), and other modern research.  As a result, in recent times, an increasing 
number of scholars and Christian writers are recognising what Annie Besant (Esoteric Christianity, 
1901) long ago called “the hidden side of Christianity.” (6) 

In other words: search, put in the effort, and ye shall find!!! 
Brian Harding, One of our Liberal Catholic priests, quotes from The Wisdom Jesus, Shambala, 2008 by 
Cynthia Bourgeault: 

“Christianity was supremely a wisdom path.  For the earliest Christians, Jesus was not the Saviour 
but the Life-Giver. ... In the original Aramaic of Jesus and his followers, there was no word for 
salvation.  Salvation was understood as a bestowal of life, and to be saved was ‘to be made alive.’  
Entering the waters at the hand of John the Baptist, Jesus emerged as Mahyana, ‘the Life Giver.’  
He came forth also as the Ihidaya, ‘the Single One’ or ‘the Unified One.’’  Nowadays, we would call 
him ‘the Enlightened One’ ... Jesus’ disciples saw in him a master of consciousness, offering a path 
through which they, too, could become Ihidaya, enlightened ones.” 
“So Jesus is (continues Brian, quoting Bourgeault, op cit p4) “first and foremost ... a wisdom 
teacher, a person who clearly emerges out of and works within” the sophia perennis [or gnosis – 
perennis meaning: existing for a long or apparently infinite time]. And this tradition, says Bourgeault, 
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“is concerned with the transformation of the whole human being ... from our animal instincts and 
egocentricity into love and compassion; from a judgmental and dualistic worldview into non-dual 
acceptingness.”” (7) 

In The Collected Works of Edward M. Matthews, Volume II p.205 (Liberal Catholic Church, International, 
2007), it says that the Liberal Catholic Church is  

“...founded upon the true catholic principle of universality”... “The catholic principle, upon which the 
Church is founded, destroys all barriers of race, creed, caste or colour. By its very nature it builds 
upon the principle of universal brotherhood. Its basic teaching, as set forth in its Act of Faith, 
expresses its belief in the Fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man as taught by our Lord 
Christ and the founder of every great religion since the dawn of time. Thus, the Church seeks to 
restore to Christendom the universality of the teachings of its Founder. It strives to remove the 
barriers which divide by the application of love AND of reason [my emphasis]. Using philosophy 
which is the love of wisdom and theology which is knowledge of God, the Church strives to give 
expression to the Ancient Wisdom which is the Mother and Fount of all religions.” (8) 

So, for us to be wise as the virgins and enter into the domain of the bridegroom, we need to ensure that we 
have the necessary knowledge to be able to know what path to take to attain the wisdom which will allow 
us into the presence of God or into union with God. 
We need to express love as well as apply reason. In other words, we do not carry on by way of blind faith, 
but rather by way of all-seeing faith which we have well and truly tested ourselves and which is guided by 
wisdom and understanding. 
Both Wedgwood and Leadbeater are reported as having been loving towards the people with whom they 
associated as well as meticulous in applying reason when constructing our liturgy. Further, they expected 
our church’s clergy and, if so inclined, our church members, to study the Ancient Wisdom and to assist 
people to find answers in their lives through the study of the Ancient Wisdom. 
We cannot express our love for people in any better way than by helping people to attain wisdom, to find 
the brightness of the everlasting light, the breath of the power of God within themselves. And, to be able to 
do so, we must attain wisdom ourselves which is a solitary path. We can be greatly assisted and assist 
each other greatly by attending the Holy Eucharist where angels and human beings work together to 
enable Christ to incarnate again and again on this earth, thereby lifting us spiritually and bringing us closer 
to experiencing union with the divine and reaching divine perfection. 

(1) The Liturgy according to the Use of the Liberal Catholic Church, Fifth Edition 1983, The St Alban 
Press, London, p.59. 

(2) ibid. p. 60. 

(3) ibid. pp. 60-61. 

(4) http://www.cwlworld.info/html/liberal_catholic_church.html 

(5) http://kg.vkk.nl/tlc/thelcc.htm 

(6) ibid. 
(7) http://www.liberalcatholicchurch.org.au/Brisbane/articles/BH-the-wisdom-jesus.html 

(8) https://books.google.com.au/books?id=5906H2HnTtgC&pg=PA205&lpg=PA205&dq=Liberal+cat
holic+Church+Ancient+Wisdom&source=bl&ots=CYfhZM-
RKj&sig=7kcTTEhq26km_aFcZSuriBgPFZU&hl=en&sa=X&ved=0ahUKEwi23LTU8L_KAhWGi5
QKHSMDDfwQ6AEIQTAI#v=onepage&q=Liberal%20catholic%20Church%20Ancient%20Wisdo
m&f=false 
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